
Bifocal    Grade 9 Academic English 

 

DEFINITIONS ONE CAN FIND AT www.urbandictionary.com  

Are these definitions accurate?  Do you agree with the use of these terms? 

 

Browntown   noun 

“a crew or group of people consisting mostly or entirely of British Asians. It is considered to be cool to 

be a part of this group due to the group’s high social stature. Usually found in large groups 

socializing/facebooking on the second floor, or at any event where Rnb/Hip Hop/Bhangra is played. 

Between them, Browntown will know the majority of the community they are a part of.” 

Ways this term may be used: 

1) That guy Arjun is HOT! He's probably the best looking guy in Browntown   

2) Are we going out tonight? All of Browntown are going so it should be good! 

 

Sand monkey   noun 

“a racial slur and derogatory stereotypic word for Arabs, Muslims, and terrorists. 

It implies that the person sits on his camel all day out in the desert.” 

 

Towel Head   noun 

“a derogatory term for one of Middle Eastern descent, especially a male. It comes from their custom of 

wearing a turban.” 

 

Al Qaeda   noun 

“Al Qaeda is a loosely affiliated network of Islamic terrorist organizations, operating in the Middle East 

and throughout the rest of the world. The name of the organization, headed by Osama bin Laden and 

Ayman Al Zawahiri comes from the Arabic word for "The Base" or “The Order”. The name came from a 

database created by bin Laden at the end of the 1980s that contained the names of Islamic extremist 

fighters who fought against the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan in the 1980s. So far, the bloodiest 

attack perpetrated by Al Qaeda came on September 11, 2001, which precipitated the US invasion of 

Afghanistan and the decimation of the terror group. Prior attacks by Al Qaeda included the bombing of 

the USS Cole on the Gulf of Aden in 2000, the bombings of US embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in 

1998, and the Khobar Towers attack in Saudi Arabia in 1996. Al Qaeda vowed worldwide jihad against 

the US in the early 90s, listing a number of grievances, specifically: the US presence in Saudi Arabia, 

the US support of Israel, as well as failing to follow the Islamic way of life.” 

 

 

 

 

 



DEFINITIONS OF NAMES THAT ONE CAN FIND AT www.http://quranicnames.com/ 

 

Why might the authors of Bifocal used these names for some characters in the novel?  

Do you think they were used on purpose? 

 

Meaning of Harun 
Harun is a direct Quranic name for boys that is mentioned 20 times in the Quran. It is the name of 

Prophet Harun (Aaron), brother of Prophet Musa (Moses). The name itself is not Arabic, since Prophet 

Harun lived before Arabs existed. Some sources say it means “mountain.” 

 

 

 

Meaning of Hadi 
Hadi means someone who guides people toward as-Sirat al-Mustaqeem (the Straight Path), and it is 

one of the 99 Attributes of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala). Ibn Al-Athir Al-Jazri, the great Islamic scholar 

of Saladin’s time, describes the Attribute as describing this aspect of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala): “He 

is the one who has given His servants the ability to see, and has shown them the way toward knowing 

Him, until they bore witness that He is their God, and He has guided every creation toward whatever it 

needs to exist and survive.” 

 

Meaning of Zaina 
Zaina is an indirect Quranic name for girls. It is the explicitly feminine version of the name Zayn, 

which itself is a name for both boys and girls. Zaina means beauty, adornment, excellence. It is 

derived from the Z-Y-N root which is used in many places in the Quran. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://quranicnames.com/zayn


Islamic Clothing and Ritual Definitions 

 

Abaya                                                                                 
noun 

 

Many women in Saudi Arabia still wear the traditional abaya with full head and face 

covering, although some women choose now to leave off the face cover. Non-Muslim 

women wear the abaya but are not expected to cover their heads and faces. 

Definition: An outer garment worn by women in some parts of the Middle East, particularly Saudi Arabia. It is long-sleeved, 

floor-length, and is worn from either the shoulder or the top of the head. The abaya is worn over street clothes when a woman 

leaves her home, and is designed to be loose and flowing, hiding the "curves" of the body. The abaya usually opens in the front, 

with overlapping layers or closing with snaps, ties, or a zipper. The abaya is worn with a scarf which covers the hair, and perhaps 

a veil which covers the face. 

Pronunciation: a-buy-a 

Also Known As: In some countries, a similar garment is known as a chador or burka. 

 

 

hiˈjäb/               
noun 
 
a head covering worn in public by some Muslim women. 

 



Ramadan 
noun 

Ramadan is the ninth month in the Islamic calendar, which consists of 12 months and lasts for about 354 days. The 

word “Ramadan” is derived from an Arabic word for intense heat, scorched ground and shortness of food and drink. It 

is considered to be the most holy and blessed month. Fighting is not allowed during this period. 

The month of Ramadan traditionally begins with a new moon sighting, marking the start of the ninth month in the 

Islamic calendar. Many Muslims (except children, the sick and the elderly) abstain from food, drink, and certain other 

activities during daylight hours in Ramadan. This is considered as the holiest season in the Islamic year and 

commemorates the time when the Qu’ran (Islamic holy book) is said to have been revealed to the Prophet 

Muhammad. This occurred on Laylat Al-Qadr, one of the last 10 nights of the month.  Ramadan ends when the first 

crescent of the new moon is sighted again, marking the new lunar month’s start. Eid-al-Fitr is the Islamic holiday that 

marks the end of Ramadan. Many Muslims broaden their compassion for the hungry and less fortunate when they 

fast. Therefore, Ramadan is also a time for many Muslims to donate to charity by participating in food drives for the 

poor and other voluntary activities. Muslims are encouraged to be charitable during Ramadan. 

 
ifˌtär/ 
noun 
 
the meal eaten by Muslims after sunset during Ramadan. 

 

sohour 
noun 
 
Suhoor, also called Sehur, Sehri, Sahari and Sahur in other languages, is an Islamic term referring to the meal 
consumed early in the morning by Muslims before fasting, before sun dawn, during the Islamic month of Ramadan. 
The meal is eaten before  prayer, or dawn. 

 
 

Eid 
noun 
 

Eid al-Fitr is also known as the Feast of Fast-Breaking or the Lesser Feast. It marks the end of Ramadan and the 

start of a feast that lasts up to three days in some countries, such as Jordan and the United Arab Emirates. It is one 

of Islam’s two major festivals. Eid al-Fitr is an important Islamic holiday for the Muslim community in Canada. This 

event involves many Muslims waking up early and praying either at an outdoor prayer ground or a mosque. People 

dress in their finest clothes and adorn their homes with lights and other decorations.  Old wrongs are forgiven and 

money is given to the poor. Special foods are prepared and friends or relatives are invited to share the feast. Gifts 

and greeting cards are exchanged and children receive presents.  Eid al-Fitr is a joyous occasion but its underlying 

purpose is to praise God and give thanks to him, according to Islamic belief.  Large crowds have gathered to 

celebrate Eid al-Fitr in cities such as Ottawa in the recent past. Political leaders in Canada have also made 

statements to wish their best to Islamic communities during the Eid al-Fitr celebrations. Eid al-Fitr is not a national 

public holiday in Canada. However, many Islamic businesses and organizations may alter their business hours during 

this event.  

 


