HOW DO YOU APPLY MEDIA STUDIES TO THEMATIC UNITS IN LITERATURE?

ONE EXAMPLE: Discussing REPRESENTATION applies to many themes in literature
THEMES:  
1. INTOLERANCE
2. RACISM
3. RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN PARENTS AND KIDS
4. MISGUIDED LOVE
5. THE JOURNEY TO BECOMING AN ADULT
6. TRUTH VS. HERESAY
7. STRUGGLING WITH IDENTITY

CLASSIC LITERATURE:
· Romeo And Juliet:  How does Shakespeare represent women?  Juliet?  The nurse? Juliet’s mother?
· BIFOCAL: How does Deborah Ellis represent the Muslim? White students? Nerds? Jocks?
· The Chrysalids:  How does John Wyndham represent religious leaders? Teens? Boys? Girls? 
· To Kill a Mockingbird:  How does Harper Lee represent Atticus? Scout? Jem? Boo? Tom?
· Getting It: How does Alex Sanchez represent homophobes? Gay teens? 
· The Catcher in the Rye: How does J.D. Salinger represent the rebel? The prostitute? The teacher?
Take a look at Advertising, Popular Children’s Toys, TV Shows, Music Videos, Film and you will be able to find examples of how all these members of society are represented, public opinions are formed, and values are established.
Comparisons and Analysis can then take place through creating:
· Debates
· Essays
· Posters
· News stories
· Mock ads
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